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nulling the elections of Radicals (1882) and later by a coup d'etat.
The Radicals had regained the majority; the King adjourned the
Skouptchina, suspended the guarantees of liberties, put the coun-
try under martial law, and ordered the surrender of all arms.
The Radicals rebelled, and the insurrection ended in the shoot-
ing of many, a vast prosecution (819 accused), and the establish-
ment of absolutism (1883). The Skouptchina, elected under offi-
cial pressure, was merely an instrument for voting government
proposals. In place of the poll-tax a new system was established
of taxes on land, houses, capital, income (1884), and a govern-
ment monopoly in tobacco. The communes lost their autonomy,
with their right to levy taxes and dispense justice. Servia came
under a centralized administration after the European model.
She began to have a standing army like the European countries
(25,000 infantry), with a three-year service; also a European debt
formed during the war of 1876-78, and increasing with subse-
quent deficits (it was $5,000,000 in 1878 and $65,000,000 in 1895).

The war of 1885 against Bulgaria, which ended in defeat and
invasion, made the government and the King so unpopular that
after several ministerial crises and reconstitutions of the Garas-
chanine ministry, the Austrian Progressist party found itself
unable to govern. Milan gave the ministry to the nationalist
opposition, the Russian party, a coalition of Radicals and
Liberals; first a Liberal ministry under Ristitch (1887), quickly
succeeded by a Radical ministry under Grouitch.*

The Radical party made the Constitution of 1888, which trans-
formed the Skouptchina into a purely representative assembly,
suppressing the one-fourth appointed by the King, and greatly
increasing its powers. Milan abdicated in 1889, declaring that
he would not be " a King for signing papers." His son Alexan-
der being still a minor, he appointed a regency under Ristitch,
who promised to maintain the same foreign policy. Servia
seemed to have entered upon the parliamentary system under
the direction of a Radical-Liberal coalition.

*The domestic quarrels of the royal family, which' were given such
notoriety by the European papers, were nothing more than episodes. In
1888 Milan, having quarrelled with Queen Nathalie, the daughter of a
Russian colonel, prevailed on the Metropolitan to pronounce a divorce,
and got back the Crown Prince, who had been taken to Germany by his
mother. Nathalie returned to Belgrade in 1889, The government begged
her to go away and finally insisted upon it. The people rallied to her
defence, and she was taken away in the night (1891). Later the king and
queen were reconciled and annulled their divorce (1893).